P.6 Curriculum Meeting Information 
[bookmark: _Hlk144293352]Administration
· The school gates will open at 8:45am each day, children can line up from 8:45am each day and their school day will start at 8:55am. It is important that your child(ren) is/are punctual for school.
· Once the gates open, children should come to the playground independently/on their own and on time. 
· If a child is late, they must report to the school office at reception to enter the school.
· All lateness will be recorded and any lateness of 15 minutes or more will contribute to your child’s overall attendance record.
Please Note the following:
 
· Paid school dinners MUST be booked online using the “SchoolMoney” app. A school dinner costs £2.60 each day and paid for by midnight the day before.

· If your child is eligible for free school meals, you do not need to book online. However, you should still register as payments for future school trips etc can be made online
 
· Any pupil absence (eg: sickness, other absence) MUST be advised to the school by 9:15am on the day of absence for records to be updated and any paid dinners credited to you on SchoolMoney, which can then be used against another dinner booking.  If school is not contacted by 9:15am a credit for dinners cannot be made.

· If your child is absent, please inform the school office either by phone or email asap.
The school office contact details to report any absences are noted below:
 
· Telephone number: 02890 491650
· Text message: 07586589326
· E-mail: ngleeson163@c2kni.net

· Children should bring a school bag and a pencil case each day as they will need pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener etc - spare stationery will be provided if required. 
· Children should bring a healthy break each day, e.g.  fruit, veg, bread etc. NO NUTS.
· Children should always bring a coat to school in case of rainy or cold break/lunch.
· The school day ends at 2:55pm and children will either be collected from the playground or make their own way home, if they have informed their class teacher of permission to do so. Please make a prompt departure, as the playgrounds are needed for after-school clubs.
· The main back gate (at Knockbreda Park Mews) will be closed from 3:10pm daily.

Curriculum
· In P.6 our day begins with spelling.
Spelling: 
· Children will be asked to learn every night using Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check method.
· They are given a mixture of high frequency words, linguistic phonics, vocabulary and topic words.
· On Monday they find word meanings and sort their words; Tuesday and Wednesday, alphabetical ordering, word sorting, peer assessment and games; Thursday, children are tested on their spellings; on Friday they have dictation.
Each morning we then have Mental Maths and Daily English.

Mental Maths:
· The children will do a variety of Mental Maths exercises every day.
· Please help make sure the children know their tables!
· P.6 will be asked to learn their maths revision guides/booklets throughout the year.
· It is important that the children revise their mathematical facts.
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On a Monday to Thursday, the children complete Daily English exercises. These are to revise and consolidate spelling, punctuation and grammar learning and to extend vocabulary.
Incorporated into all areas of the curriculum are Thinking Skills. These are:
· Managing Information
· Being creative
· Self-management
· Problem-solving and decision-making
· Working with others
Numeracy and Literacy are taught every day.

Numeracy
The areas of numeracy are:
· Number
· Measures
· Shape and Space
· Handling Data
· Using Maths, problem-solving
The children are grouped initially based on tracking, then based on daily continuous assessment, according to the needs of the child. 

Literacy
The areas of literacy are Reading, Written English, Talking and Listening and Handwriting.
Reading:
· The children are grouped to do guided reading using Scholastic Book Box novels and fact and fiction texts from Literacy World.
· We also do shared-reading comprehensions from a variety of texts and genres.
· Each class reads several class novels together throughout the year, completing activities based on the text. As far as possible, the class novel will be based on our World Around Us topics.
· Children will have opportunities to read independently from books they have chosen themselves. They should be encouraged to challenge themselves in their choice of books, rather than always choosing the same thing.
Handwriting:
· The children will complete handwriting exercises twice weekly from the Nelson handwriting scheme.
· For P.6 pencil is used until writing is neat enough, then blue or black ink will be used for all written work, except maths.
· High standards of presentation are expected.
Written English:
· In Written English the children are taught grammar, punctuation, consistency, and exercises to improve vocabulary. Reading widely will help this also.
· The children are given opportunities to read a wide variety of forms of writing and then use what they have learned in their own written work. 



World Around Us (WAU):
· The skills and content of history, geography, science and technology are taught through topics.
· To connect the children’s learning, maths and literacy are also taught through the topics where appropriate.
· Our P.6 topics are Europe, Local Habitat, Victorians and Electricity.

PDMU:
This is personal development and mutual understanding and includes topics such as:
· Self-awareness
· Health
· Keeping safe
· Relationships

P.E:
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Primary 6 will wear their P.E kits to school on a Monday and Wednesday.
Pupils will wear a yellow polo shirt (the polo shirt does not have to have the school logo), black shorts, cycling shorts for girls, leggings, or tracksuit bottoms and trainers. Leggings are only to be worn as P.E uniform, like shorts and tracksuit bottoms they are not to be worn to school. Children can keep a pair of trainers in school, or bring trainers in on P.E days, but school shoes must be worn to school.
[bookmark: _Hlk144290665]Each class in P.5-7 will attend Lisnasharragh Leisure Centre for swimming lessons with qualified swim instructors for a given number of weeks. P.6 are swimming up until Christmas.

ICT:
Children will use laptops and iPads for ICT lessons.
 The following areas of digital learning will be promoted:
· Coding
· Art and design
· Audio
· Storytelling/film and animation
· Presenting
· Publishing
· Managing data
The requirements for Using ICT in the Levels of Progression are set out in the 5 “E’s” under the headings Explore, Express, Exchange, Evaluate and Exhibit.

Assessment:
· A traffic light system is used for marking.
· The children complete end of topic tests in maths for tracking.
· There is daily, continuous assessment for learning.
· Standardised maths and literacy tests are completed, usually in the summer term.



Homework
· Please check homework diaries each night.
· Written and learning homework is set from Monday – Thursday.
· Spellings and independent reading are given every night.
· Maths homework is on a Monday and a Wednesday and is based on class work or revision.
· Grammar and vocabulary homework is on a Tuesday and is based on class work or revision also.
· Comprehension homework is on a Thursday and is set from a range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction etc.
· Occasionally, the order of homeworks may change, depending on the work covered in class or what is best suited.
· Learning homework from maths guides/booklets or maths fact sheets will be set weekly.
· Other homework from other curriculum areas will be set when required.
· Homework should take approximately 45 minutes for P5 and 1 hour for P6 and P7 daily.
· Weekend homework will be given to the P.6/7 children that are taking part in the transfer tests until the first transfer test begins and P6 children towards the end of February 2025 when practice transfer papers begin. This will involve a digital online transfer test.

Presentation:
· Rulers should be used for all margins, underlining etc.
· Date should be on all work – long form for literacy, short form for maths.
· Title/WALT should be on all work.
· Pencil only is used for maths.
· Pen for P6 and P7 when writing is neat enough – blue or black ink.
· High standards are expected in all class work and homework.

P.6 transfer test preparation:
In preparation for the S.E.A.G Transfer Test, P.6 will be given numeracy and literacy revision booklets/guides to learn and they will be tested regularly on these. 
Please do not use official S.E.A.G past papers at home or with tutors as they will be used in school.
In school, practice tests will not commence until towards the end of February and further information regarding this will be given nearer the time.
A S.E.A.G Transfer Test meeting will take place on Monday 19th January 2025 at 2:10pm.

P.6 Residential Trip
· A one-night P.6 residential trip to the Ganaway Activity Centre will take place from Monday 6th October to Tuesday 7th October 2025.
· A meeting will take place for the parents of the children attending Ganaway on Monday 15th October at 2:10pm in Mr Fenton’s Classroom.
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· Parent teacher meetings will take place the week beginning - Monday 20th October 2025
· Further information will go out to parent nearer the time.




Contacting School
· First contact is the class teacher.
· Preferred contact is by email but please be aware that emails will only be read during the school day and will be responded to when possible. 
· Head of Key Stage 2 - Mr Colin Fenton	            
· Vice Principal/SENCO - Mr Simon Melville
· Principal – Mr Donal McGarrigle

Behaviour
· Appropriate behaviour is expected at all times.
· High expectations for all pupils.
· Good behaviour reinforced through positive behaviour management.
· Reward systems will vary across classes.
· Repeated or more serious inappropriate behaviour may result in the child being keep in over breaktime – Thinking Time which provides an opportunity to reflect on the choices that have been made.

Additional Information
· Parent – teacher consultations in October and February
· Reports in June.
· Digital devices – school will not be responsible for any loss or damage. 
· If a digital device is taken out in class or switched on during the day they will removed for safe keeping until the end of the day.

Special Educational Needs
The Education Authority is delivering a new SEN framework which is currently being rolled out to all schools across N. Ireland. This is based on the SEND Act (NI) 2016 and includes revised regulations and a revised code of practice.
It is anticipated that in future fewer children will be placed on the SEN register.
Many children will experience difficulties from time to time in school but only a small number may have Special Educational Needs.
Only when it is felt a child is not making progress after school intervention strategies have been implemented will the school consider placing the child on the Special Needs register.

What is meant by Special Educational Needs (SEN)?
In the 1996 Education Order a child is described as having special educational needs (SEN) if they have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the other children, that calls for special educational provision to be made. A child also has SEN if they have a disability that calls for special education provision that is additional to or otherwise different from what the other children of a similar age receive in an ordinary school. 
Most children who experience learning difficulties will not have Special Educational Needs. 

Meeting the needs of learners
· Children have different skills, abilities and interests.
· Children make progress at different rates so please don’t compare your child with others. 
· Children learn best in different ways and in school we will use a wide range of approaches to help the children learn best. 
· If your child is given slightly different work than the rest of the class this does not mean they have Special Educational Needs.

What our school does to support individual differences between learners
Lots of children will have learning difficulties from time to time and the school is well organised to address this by:-
· Grouping the children to learn new tasks.
· Using different learning materials and resources. 
· Over learning in the classroom.
· Small group withdrawal.
· Use of practical resources.
· Providing some small “catch up groups” for literacy and numeracy.
· Providing training for teachers.
· Outreach support – PERI (Literacy), Harberton (Literacy), RISE (Early Years support), Harberton (Behaviour), Clarawood (Behaviour), Autism Advisory and Intervention Service.

